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Sb the Senate and House of Representa-
tives:
In my recent annual message to the ~on-

giress I briefly referred to our relations with
IHawaii and expremsed the Intention of
transamitting further Information on the
subject when additios~al advice. permitted.
Though I am not able now to report a

$eflnite change In the actual situation, I am
boovinced that the dlificultieg lately created
both here and in Hawaii are now standing
in the way of a solution through executive

~ciaof the problem presented, render it
proper, and expedient. that the matter
Should he referred to the broader authority
and discretion of Coigress, with a full es-
planation of the endeavor thus far made to
deal with the emergency and a statement
et the eno.sam'ations which have governed
Sby action.

I suppose that right and jusntice should
Setermine the path to he followed In treat-
ing this subject. If national honesty is to
be disregarded and a demire for territorial
gztnsion. or disstisfaction with a formi of
government not our own, ought to regulate
piur conduct, I have entirely misapprehnd
pd the nmana and character of our govern.
ment did the behavior which the con-
ecianoe of our people demands of their
public servants.

The Aanezatlen Treaty.
When the present samnitration entered

upon its duties the Senate had under con-
sideration a treaty providing for the an-
nexation of the Hawaiian Islands to the
territory of the U'nited States. Surely
under our Constitution and laws the en-
largement of our limits Is a manifests-
tion of the highest attribute of sovereignty,
and if entered upon as an Executive act,
all thi= relating to the transaction should
he dear and free froma suspicion. Addi-
tional importance attached to this particu-
3er treaty of annexation, because it con-
temuplated a departure from unbrokei
American tradition in providing for the
addition to our territory of islanM of the
sea more than two thousand miles remnoved
from our nearest coaat.
These consIderatIons might not of them-

Selves eaR for Interference with the corn
pletlon et a treaty entered upon by a pre-
'viouas ammestaation. But It appeared frons
the docmeets accompanying the treaty
when 5Wmedto the Senate. that the
ewnu Hawaii was tendered to ui
by a 3~~lgovernment set up to suc-
esed eltutonal ruler of the islands,
who )n dethroned, and It did not

such provisional governmen1
~5ton of either popular revo-

Soffrage. Two other remarkable
et the transaction naturally at-
ttention.

Onewas the extraordinary baste-not t4
my precipitancy--charactersing all the
tslasctons connected with the treaty. It
appeared that a so-em~ied committee of safe-
t ostensibly the source of the revol'
aemt the eanatt.aa -.o........ a

Hawaii, was organized on Saturday, the
14tn day of January; thakt on Monday, the
16th, the United States forces were landed
at Honolulu from a naval vessel lying In
its harbor; that on the 17th the scheme of
a Provisional government was perfected,
and a proclamation naming Its officers was
On the same day prepared and read at the
government building; that immediately
thereupon the United States minister recog-
Kiled the provisional government thus
created; that two days afterwards, on the
Iuth day of January, commissioners repre-
senting such government sailed for this
country In a steamer especially chartered
for the occasion, arriving in San Francisco
on the 28th of January, and In Washington
on the 3d day of February; that on the next
day they bad thEir first Interview with the
Secretary of State, and another on the 11th,
when the tregty of annexation was practi-
cally agreed upon, and that on the 14th It
was formally concluded and on the 15th
transmitted to the Senate. Thus between
the initiation of the scheme for a provi-
sional government in Hawaii on the 14th
day of January and the submission to the
Senate of the treaty of annexation conclud-
ed with such government, the entire inter-
val was thirty-two days. fifteen of which
were spent by the Hawaiian commissioners
In their journey to Washington.

An Issue of Faet.
In the next place, upon the face of the

papers submitted with the treaty, It clearly
appeared that there was open and undeter-
mined an Issue of fact of the most vital im-
portance. The message of the President ac-

companyIng the treaty declared that "the
overthrow of the monarchy was not in any
way promoted by this government." and in
a letter to the President from the Secretary
of State,01 submitted to the Senate with
the treaty, the following passage occurs:
"At the time the provisional government
took possession of the Government buildings
no troops or officers of the United States
were present or took any part whatever in
the proceedings. No public recognition was
accorded to the provisional government by
the United States Minister until after the-
queen's abdication and when they were in
frective possession of the Government

buildings, the archives, the treasury, the
barracks, the police station, and all the
potential machinery of the Government."
But a protest also accompanied said

treaty, signed by the Queen and her minis-
ters at the time she made way for the pro-
visional government, which explicitly stated
tha she yielded to the superior force of the
UnIted States, whose Minister had caused
United States troops to be landed at Hon-
olulu and declared that he would support
seek provisional government.
1 he truth or falsity of this protest was
MW of the first importance. If true, noth-
Ing but the concealment of its truth could
Indnee our Government to negotiate with
the semblance of a government thus creat-
id. nor could a treaty resulting from the
acts stated in the protest have been know-
ingly deemed worthy of consideration by
the Senate. Yet the truth or falsity of the
protest had not been Investigated,

Mr. Blouses Mkt=oae.
I conceived it to be my duty therefore to

withdraw the treaty from the Senate for ex-
aminatIon, and meanwhile to cause an ac-
curate, full, and Impartial Investigation to
be made of the facts attending the-subver-
'un of the constitutional Government of
Hawaii, and the Installment In Its place of
the proviNioNal government. I selected for
the work of investigation the Hon. James
1. Blount, of Georgia, whose service of
eighteen years as a member of the House of
Representatives, and whose experience as
chairman of the Committee of Foreign Af-

irft In that body, and his conseuent fa-
mMinAity with International topics, joined
with hie igh character and honorable repu-
tation, .seemed to render him peculiarly
fitted fat the duties entrusted to him. His
report detailing his action under the in-
stractons given to him and the conclusions
derived from his Investigation accompany
this mssage.
These conclusions do not rest for their ac-

oqptaace entirely upon Mr. Blount's honesty
an* ability as a man nor upon his acumen
and Impartiality as an Investigator. They
are accompanied by the evidence upon
which they are based, which evidence is
also herewith transmitted, and from which
It seems to me no other deductions could
possibly be reached than those arrived at
by the Commissioner.
The report, with Its accompanying proofs.

and such other evidence as is now before
the Congress or is herewith submitted, jus-
tifies in my opinion the statement that
when the President wal led to submit the
treaty to the Senate, with the declaration
that "the overthrow of the monarchy was
not in any way promoted by this Govern-
ment," and when the Senate was Induced
to receive and discuss it on that basis, both
President and Senate were misled.
The attempt will not bemade In this com-

munication to touch upon all the facts
which throw light upon the progress and
consummation of this scheme of annexa-
tion. A very brief and Imperfect reference
to the facts and evidence at hand will ex-
hibit Its character and the Incidents In
which It had i birth.

It is unneessry to set forth the reasons
which in January. 1806, led a considera-
ble proportion of American and other for-
eign merchants and traders residing at
Honolulu to favor the annexation of Ha-
waii to the United States. It Is sufficient
to note the fact and to observe that the
project was one which was zealously pro-
moted by the Minister representing the
United States In that country. He evi-
dently had an ardent desire that It should
become a fact accomplished by his agency
'and during his ministry, and was not In-
conveniently scrupulous as to the me'ans
employed to that end. On the 19th day
of November, 1502, nearly two months be-
fore the first overt act tending towards
the subversion of the Hawaiian Govern-
ment and the attempted transfer of Ha-
waiian territory to the United States, he
addressed a long letter to the Secretary of
State in which the case for annexation
was elaborately argued, on moral, political,
and economical grounds. He refers to the
loss to the Hawaiian sugar interests from
the operation of the McKinley bill, and the
tendency to still further depreciation of
sugar' Property unless some positive meas-
ure of relief is granted. He strongly In-
velghs against the existing Hawaiian Gov-
ernment and emphatically declares for an-
nexation. He says: "Iii truth the mon-
archy here is an absurd anachronism. It
has nothing on which It logically or legiti-
mately stands. The feudal basis on which
It once stood no longer existing, the mon-
archy now Is only an Impediment to good
government--an obstruction to the pros-
perity and progress of the Islands."
He further says: "As a- crown colony of

Great Britain or a Territory of the United
States the government modifications could
be made readily and good administration
of the law secured. Destiny and the vast
future Interests of the United States In
the Pacific clearly Indicate who at no dis-
tant day must be responsible for the gov-
ernment of these Islands. Under a terri-
torial government they could be as easily
governed as any of the existing Territories
of the United States."
* * "Hawaii has reached the parting
of the ways. She must now take the road
which leads to Asia, or the other which
outlets her In America, gives her an Amer-
ian civiimt=oan and bidm. rt hec

of American destiny." He also declares
"One of two courses seems to me absolutel
necessary to be followed, either bold an
vigorous measures for annexation or
'customs union,' an ocean cable from th
Californian coast to Honolulu, Pearl Harbo
perpetually ceded to the United States, wit
an implied but not expressly stipulate
American protectorate over the islands.
believe the former to be the better, tha
which will prove much the more advan
tageous to the islands, and the cheapes
and least embarrassing in the end to th
United States. If it was wise for the Unite
States through Secretary Marcy thirty
eight years ago to offer to expend $100,00
to secure a treaty of annexation, it cer
tainly can not be chimerical or unwise t
expend $100,000 to secure annexation in th
near future. Today the' United States ha
five times the wealth she possessed in 185
and the reasons now existing for anneza
tion are much stronger than they wer
then. I can not refrain from expressinthe opinion with emphasis that the golde:hour is near at hand."
These declarations certainly show a din

position and condition of mind, which ma
be usefully recalled when interpreting tl
significance of the Minister's conceded act
or when considering the probabilities c
such conduct on his part as may not be ad
mitted.
In this view it seems proper to also quo

from a letter written by the Minister to th
Secretary of State on the 8th day of Marci
182, nearly a year prior to the first ate
taken toward annexation. After stating th
possibility that the existing Government <
Hawaii might be overturned by an orderl
and peaceful revolution, Minister Steven
write. as follows: "Ordinarily in like cil
cumstanoee the rule seems to be to liml
the landing and movement of United State
forces in foreign waters and dominion e:
elusively to the protection of the Unite
States legation and of the lives and prol
erty of American citizens. But as the rela
tions of the United States to Hawaii ar
exceptional, and In former years the Unite
States officials here took somewhat excel
tional action in circumstances of disorder,
desire to know how far the present Ministe
and naval commander may deviate from ei
tablished International rules and precedeni
in the contingencies Indicated In the fin
part of this dispatch."

The Opportumity.
To a minister of this temper full of zes

for annexation there seemed to arise in Jam
Uary,18M, the precise opportunity for whic
he was watchfully waiting-an opportunit
which by timely "deviation from establishe
international rules and precedents" migi
be improved to successfully. accomplish ti
great object In view; and we are quite pn
pared for the exultant enthusiasm wil
which in a letter to the State Departmez
dated February 1, 18, he declares: "Ti
Hawaiian pear is now fully ripe and this
the golden hour for the United States I
pluck it."
As a further ilustration of the activity c

this diplomatic representative, attention
called to the fact that on the day the abov
letter was written, apparently unable longi
to restrain his ardor, he issued a prociam
tion whereby "in the name of the Unite
States" he assumed the protection of th
Hawaiian Islands and declared that sal

this assumption of a protectoate wa
promptly disavowed by our government, be
the American flag remained over the go1
ernment building at Honolulu and th
forces remained on guard until April, an
after Mr. Blount's arrival on the seen
when both were removed.
A brief statement of the occurrgences the

led to the subversion of the constitutioni
government of Hawaii in the interests c
annexation to the United States will exhib
the true complexion of that transaction.

The Committee of Safety.
On Saturday, January 14, 1893, the Ques

of Hawaii, who had been contemplatin
the proclamation of a new constitutiom
had, in deference to the wishes and re
monstrances of her cabinet, renounced tli
project for the present at least. Takin
this relinquished purpose as a basis of ac
tion, citizens of Honolulu numbering from
fity to one hundred, mostly resident alieni
met in a private office and selected a so
called Committee of Safety, composed <
thirteen persons, seven of whom were foi
eign subjects, and consisted of five Amer
cans, one Englishman and one Germam
This committee, though Its designs wer
not rfvealed, had In view nothing less tha
annexation to the United States, and be
tween Saturday, the 14th, and the follow
Ing Monday, the 16th of January-thoug
exactly what action was taken may not b
clearly disclosed-they were certainly i
communication with the United States Min
iter. On Monday morning the Queen an
her cabinet made public proclamation, wit
a notice which was specially served upo
the representatives of all foreign goveri
ments, that any changes In the constitutlo
would be sought only in the methods pri
vided by that instrument. Nevertheless, a
the call and under the auspices of the Con
mittee of Safety, a mass meeting of cit
sens was held on that day to protea
against the Queen's alleged illegal and uz
lawful proceedings and purposes.
Even at this meeting the CommIttee

Safety continued to disguise their real pu
pose and contented themselves with procu
ing the passage of a resolution denouncirl
the Queen and empowering the committa
to devise ways and means "to secure tU
permanent maintenance of law and ordi
and the protection of life, liberty, and prol
erty in Hawaii." This meeting adjourni
between three and four o'clock In the afte
noon. On the same day, and immediatel
after such adjournment, the committee, ui
w~illing to take further steps without the co
operation of the United States Minister, al
dressed him a note representing that ti
public safety was menaced and that liv<
and property were in danger, and concludi
as foliows: "We are unable to protect ou
selves without aid, and therefore pray fc
the protection of the United StateS'forces
Whatever may be thought of the other col
tents of this note, the absolute truth of th
latter statement is incontestable. When tU
note was written and delivered, the coni
mittee, so far as it appears, had neithi
a man nor a gun at their command, at
after its delivery they became so pani
stricken at their position that they mei
some of their number to interview the Mul
ister and request him not to land the Uniti
States forces till the next morning. But I
replied that the troops had been ordere
and whether the committee were ready<
not the landing should take place.

The Landina- of the Troops.
And so it happened that on the 16th da

of January, 18!fl0, between 4 and 5 o'cloc
in the afternoon, a detachment of marini
from the United States steamer Bostoi
with two pieces of artillery, landed at Hot
olulu. The men, upwards of 100 in all, wei
supplied with double cartridge belts fill'
with ammunition and with haversacks arn
canteen., and were accompanied by a ho:
pital corps with stretchers and medici
supplies. This military demonstration upo
the soil of Honolulu was of itself an act<
war, unless made either with the consent 4
the government of Hawaii or for the bori
fide purpose of protecting the imperili
lives and property of citizens of the Unita
States. But there is no pretense of an1
such consent on the part of the governmer
of the queen, which at that time was um

: disputed and was both the de facto and
rthe de Jure government In point of fact

I the existing government instead of request-
Ing the presence of an armed force pro-

,tested against It. There is as little basis
r for the pretense that such forces were land-

ed for the security of American life and
property.- If so, they would have been sta-
tioned in the vicinity of such property and

tso as to protect It, Instead of at a distance
and so as to command the Hawaiian gov-
ernment building and palace. Admiral
Skerrett, the officer in command of our
naval force on the Pacific stattion, has
frankly stated that in his opinion the loca-
tion of the troops was Inadvisable if they
were landed for the protection of American
citisens whose residences and places of
business, as well as the legation and con-

p sulate, were in a distant part of the city,
Ibut the location selected was a wise one
If the forces were landed for the purpose
of supporting the provisional government.
If any peril to life and property calling

for any such martial array had existed,
Great Britain and other foreign powers in-
terested would not have been behind the
United States in activity to protect their
citisens. But they made no sign In that di-
rection. When these armed men were land-
ed. the city of Honolulu was in its custom-

f ary orderly and peaceful condition. There
was no symptom of riot or disturbance in
any quarter. Men, worren and children were
about the streets as usual, and nothing
varied the ordinary routine or disturbed the
ordinary tranquility, except the landing of
the Boston's marines and their march
through the town to the quarters assigned
them. Indeed, the fact that after having
called for the landing of the United Stated
forces on the plea of danger to life and
property the Committee of Safety them-
selves requested the Minister to postpone
action, exposed the untruthfulness of their
representations of present peril to life and
property. The peril they saw was an an-
ticipation growing out of guilty intentions
on their part and something which, though
not then existing, they knew would car-
tainly follow their attempt to overthrow
the Government of the Queen without the
aid of the United States forces.
I Foreible Possesslo.
Thus it appears that Hawaii was taken

possession of by the United States forces
without the consent or wish of the govern-
ment of the islands, or of anybody else so
far as shown, except the United States
Minister.
Therefore the military occupation of Hono-

- lulu by the United States on the day men-
tioned was wholly without justineation,

r either as an occupation by consent or as an
d occupation necessitated by dangerst threatening American life and prop-e erty. It must be accounted for
IIn some other way and on some other

tk ground, and Its real motive and purposet am neither obscure nor far to seek.
0 The United States forces being now on
0 the scene and favorably stationed, the coam-
0 mittee proceeded to carry out their original

scheme. They met the next morning, Tes-
If day, the 17th, perfected the plan of tempo-
s rary government, and fixed upon Its pribel-e pal officers, to& of *m were drawn fra
r the thirteen memberd of the Committee of

Safety. Between one and two o'clock, by
squads and by differe4A routes to avoid no-
tics, and having est aen the precaution

d of acrtthere was any ona.
buddi to pesmthe.

t No sign of opedition was manifest, and
thereupon an American eitisen began toe read the proclamation from the steps of

d the Government budk.ng almost entirely
t, without auditors. It I soid that before the

reading was fnished quite a concourse of
,t persons, variously estimated at b'om 50 to
J 100, some armed and some unarmed, gather-
f ed about the committee to give them ai
t and confidence. This statement is not 6*

portant, since the one controlling ftte i
the whole ~MW was unquestionabi' the
United States mnarines, who, drawn up und
arms and with artillery in readiness only
seventy-six yards distant, dominated the
situation.
The provisional government thus proclaim-

ed was by the terms of the proclamation
"to exist until terms of union with the
United States had been negotiated and
agreed upon." The United States Minister
pursgant to prior agreement, recognised this
government within an hour after the read-
Ing of the proclamation, and before give
o'clock, in answer to an Inquiry on behalf
of the Queen and her cabinet, announced

e that he had done so.
2 The Provisimonal goevessment.
When our Minister recognised the pro.

visional government the only basis upon
which It rested was the fact that the Com-

e mittee of Safety had In the manner above
2 stated declared It to exist. It was ngither
.

a government de facto nor de jure. That it
was not In such possession of the Govern-
ment property and agencies as entitled ita to recognition Is conclusively proved by a

. note found In the flies of the Legation ata Honolulu, addressed by the declared head
of the provisional government to Minister

,t Stevens, dated January 17, 1811, in whch2
-he acknowledges with expressions of appre-
-clation the Minister's recognition of the

t provisional government, and states that it
-is not yet in the possession of the station
house (the place where a large number of

f the Queen's troops were quartered), though
-the same had been demanded of the Queen'.
-officers In charge. Nevertheless, this wrong-

g ful recognition by our Minister placed the
e Government of the Queen in a posItion of
e most perilous perplexity. On the one hand
r she had possession of the palace, of the

.barracks, and of the police station, and had
at her command at least five hundred fully
armed men and several pieces, of artillery.
,Indeed, the whole military force of her
kingdom was on her side and at her dis-

Sposal, while the Committee of Safety. by
actual search, had discovered that there

ewere but very few arms In Honolulu thai
were not In the service of the Government.

d In this state of things If the queen could
have dealt with the Insurgents alone her

r course would have been plain and the re.,suit unmistakable. But the United States
had allied .cself with her enemies, had
recognized them as the true government of

eHawaii, and had put her and her adherents
eIn the position of opposition against lawful
authority. She knew that she could not
withstand the power of the United States,dbut she believed that she might safely
trust to Its justice. Accordingly, some

thours after the recognition of the provi--slonal government by the UnIted State.
dminister, the palace, the barracks, and the

e police station, with all the military re-
sources of the country, were delivered up

*r by the queen upon the representation made
to her that her cause would thereafter be
reviewed at Washington, and while pro-

y testing that she surrendered to the superior

kt force of the United States, whose mi~ister

s had caused United States troops to be land-
4' ed at Honolulu and declared that he would

support the provisional government, and
e that she yielded her authority to prevent

d collision of armed forces and loss of lifE

d and only until such time as the United

States, upon the facts being presented to it,
should undo the action of Its representa-
tive and reinstate her In the authority she
claimed as the constitutional sovereign of

a the Hawaiian Islands.

dj This protest was delivered to the chief of

d the provisional government, who endorsed

y thereon his acknowledgment of Its re-
t ceipt. The terms of the protest were read
-wthout dissent bn, those assmngs= to o

stitute the provisional government, who
were certainly charged with the knowl-
edge that the queen instead of Anall aban-
doning her power had appealed to the jus-
tice of the United States for reinstatement
in her authority; and yet the provisional
government with this unanswered protest
in its hand hastened to negotiate with the
United States for the permanent banish-
ment of the queen from power and for a
sale of her kingdom.

Cenpaed With Texas.
our country was in danger of occupying

the position of having actually set up a
temporary government on foreign sol for
the purpose of acquiring through that agen-
cy territory which we had wrongfully put
in its pon.slo.. The control of both sides
of a bargain acquired in such a manner is
called by a familiar and unpleasant name
when found in private transactions. We
are not without a precedent showing how
scrupulously we avoided such accusations
In former days, After the people of Texas
had declared their indepeandence of Mexico
they resolved that on the aknowlegment
of their Independenee by the United States
they would se admission into the Union.
Several months after the battle of San
Jacinto, by which Texan independence was
practically assured and establsnhd. Presi-
dent Jackson declined to recognise it, al-
leging as one of his reasons that in the
circumstances it became us "to beware of
a too early movement, as it might subject
us. however unjustly, to the Imputation of
sesking to establish the claim of our neigh-
born to a territory with a view to Its sub-
sequent acquisition by ourselves." This is
In marked contrast with the hasty recogni-
tion of a government openly and concededly
set up for the purpose of tendering to us
territorial annexation.
I believe that a candid and thorough ex-

amnatloan of the facts will fore the convic-
tion that the provisional government owes
Its existence to an armed Invasion by the
United States. Fair-minded people with the
evidence before them will hardly claim that
the Hawaiian government was overthrown
by the people of the Islands or that the pro-
visional government has ever existed with
their consent. I do not understand that any
member of this government claims that the
people would uphold it by their sufrages if
they were allowed to vote on the question..
While naturally sympathizing with every

effort to establish a republican form of gov-
ernment, it has been the settled policy of
the United States to concede to people of
foreign countries the same freedom and In-
dependence in the management of their
domestic affairs that we have always
claimed for ourmelves; and it bas
been our practice to recon=eg revolution-
ary governments as oia t become
apparent that they were -o.se by
people. For Illustration of this re Z
only to refer to the revetisn ft-W is
IM, when our mst-ter was s,'1 l to
resegnim the republic "no soon.me.
jority of the people of BrOK = =
damed their assent to Its es-a St
and maintenance;" to the revolutin in.
Chile in 181, when our minister was direct-
ed to recognize the new governmnt If It
was accepted by the people;"and to the revo-
lation In Venesuela In IIL when our ree-
ognilon was accorded on condition that

wvernint ww "fully estai- d.:

by the people."
-umming P the case.'

As I apprehend the situntion we are
brought fte to face with the follewing
conditions:
The lawful Government of Hawai was

Wverahwufn without the drawing of a
sword eW the Aring of a shot by a process
every step of which, it may saftly be as-
sertel, is directly trocmable to and depend-
ent for its success upon the agency of the
United States acting through its dipoaetic
and naval representatIves.
NkIt fOr- the notorious predilections of the

Onited States Minister for annexation, the
Committee of Safety,which should be called
the Committee of Annexation, would never
have existed.
But for the leading of the United States

forces upon tse pretexts re.secting the
danger to life and property the committee
would never have exposed themselves to
the pains and penalties of treason by un-
dertaking the subversion of the Queen's
governmeaL
But for the presence of the United States

forces In the Immediate vicinity and in
position to afford all needed protection and
support the committee would not have pro-
claimed the provisional government from
the slepe of the Government building.
And finally, but for the lawless occu-

pation of Honolulu under false pretexts by
the United States forces, sad but for Min-
ister Stevens' recognition of the provisional
government when the United States forces
were Its sole support and constituted its
only military strength, the Queen and her
Government would never have yielded to
the providional government, even for a
time and for the sole purpose of submnit-
ting her case to the enlightened justice of
the United States.
Believing, therefore, that the United

States could not, under the circumstances
disclosed, annex the islands without, justly
incurring the Imputation of acquiring themn
by unjustfiable methods. I shall not again
submit the treaty of annexation to the
Senate for its consideration, and In, the
instructions to Minister Willis, a copy of
which accompanies this message. I have
directed him to so Inform the provisional
government.

The Duty of the Government.
But in the present Instance our duty does

not, in my opinion, end with refusing to
consummate this questionable traagenctton,lt has been the boast of our Government
that It seeks to do justice in all things
without regard to the strength or weak-
ness of those with whom It deals. I mis-
take the American people if they favor the
odious doctrine that there is no such thing
as international morality, that there is
one law for a strong nation and another
for a weak one, and that even by Indirec-
tion a strong power may with Impunity
despoil a weak one of its territory.
By an act of war, committed with the

participation of a diplomnatic representative
of the United States and without authority
of Congress, the government of a feeble,
but friendly and confiding, people has been
overthrown. A substantial wrong has thus
been done which a due regard for our
national character as well as the rights
of the injured people requires we should
endeavor to repair. The provisional govern-
ment has not assumed a republican or other
constitutional form, but has remnained a
mere executive council or oligarchy, set up
without the assent of the people. It has
not sought to find a permanent basis of
popular support and has given no evidence
of an Intention to do so.Indeed,the represen-
tatives of that government assert that the
people of Hawail are unfit for popular gov-
ernment and frankly avow that they can
be best ruled by arbitrary or deopotic
power.
The law of nations is founded upon reason

and justice, and the rules of conduct govern-
ing individual relations between citizens or
subjects of a civilized state are equally ap-
plicable as between enlightened nations.
The considerations that international law is
without a court for its enforemlent, and
that obedience to its commands practically
depends upon good faith, Instead of upon
the mandate of a superior tribunal, only
give additional sanction to the law itself and

merely as a wr1g but as a disgrace. A mas
of true honor protects the unwritten word
which binds his conscienc more scrupulous.
ly. If possible, than he does the bood a
breach of which subjects him to egai iaW
ities; and the United States in almng ti
manatatn itself as one of the most eangt.,
sued of nations would do its cities gram
injustice if it applied to its internetiomal t.
laUons any other than a high standard 01
honor and morality. On that ground the
United States Can not property be put in ti
position of countnancing a wrong after nt
commmion any more than in that of e-
senting to it In advance. on that gred it
can not aIlow itself to refuse to redress as
injury infted through an abuse et power
by ocers clothed with its autM=ity a
wearing its uniform; and on the s-e
ground, if a feeble but friendly state is to
danger of being robbed ft its Independence
and its sovereignty by a misome of the mm
and power of the UnWed States, the United
States can not fail to vIndieate its hoi
and its .enMs of justice by an earnest emui
to sake all possible repuaation.
These prineiples alply to the present es

with ireistible for when the .peci om
ditions of the Que's surrereder et her saw
ers.ty are recalled. She surrendered nel
to the provimiaon governs.eat but to the
United Mate. She surrendered not abe.
lutely and permanently, but tempourir
and conditionally unt seek time as tle
facto could be coneidred by the United
States. Furthermore, the provisional am
ernment acquisseed in her surrender in thai
manar and an those terms, not ny bi
tacit consent, but threugh the positive aot
of o mber tof that government whi
urged her pineful submieson net mer13
to avoe blooedi.a but because she esul
p Implicit reliance uon the jute 61
the United States. and that the whole sub
ject would be inally coufdered at Wash
togton.
ianteesoese et Amesen's sese-==

tawve.
I have not. however. overlouked an led

dent of this unfortunate amk- whichu e
mains to be mentiore. The migembon el
the provision.al govertment and ther smp
porters, though net entitled to extremi
sympathy, have been led to theiprobeni
Predicament of revolt aga=t= the govern
meat of the queen by the Indefeasible en
couragement and asietmace of our diplo
matic representative. This tact may entiti
them to claim that in our efort to re
the wrcag committed sme regard should h
bad for their safety. This stiment a
strongty secoaded by my anximety to d
nothing which would invite either harsh re
tallati on the part of the Qusenor vie
buys and baoodnhei in any quarter.

the belief that the Queen. a@ wee a
he eneaies, would be wilig to adopt us
a course as would mem these C.adiio
and in view of the fact that beth the Quae
and the provIdoal government had at en
time apparently aquesme In a reMInN
of the entire ease to the United States Gee
ernent. and conumfntg the further te
that in may emt the prmveesal sgeema
mat by its own declared uemtatein wa
only "to esist unti terms of union with th
UnIed States of Ameira, have been nage
tted and agreed upon." I hoped that afte
the assuanee to the m mb.ss of that 0ee
emmaoet that sek unimn esuld net be am

ge-some e a, pea." ad
jman.- et the 4m=00.

-ssm . W BaW Emme-..s.
ActuatedyW these demus and puposes

and not unmindfel at the inherent pepime
ties of the situatien nor t the amates
upon my power. I instructed Mniera WE
ha to advise the Queen and her Iper
of my desire to aid in the restoration at th
.status existing before the lawlim aed
of the United States frces at s- -nna.ei
the 'th of January last. If such restrs
tion could be effected upon term o dmiq
for clemency as well as justice to an parts
concerned. The conditions s...-..e. as th
instructions show, contemplate a gose
amnesty to those eoncerned In setting u
the provisional governament and a reeoga
tion of all its bona "de acts and ebUM
time
In short. they require that the peast she

be buried. and that the restored Gover
meat shoum reassumme its authority as if it
continuity had not been interrupted. Thee
conditions have net pwed acceptable 6
the Queen, and though she has been in
formed that they will be Insisted upon, an
that. unles acceded to. the efforts ot tb
President to aid In the restoration of he
Government will cease. I have not thus ft
learned that she Is willing to yield them he
acqmescence. The check which my plea
have thus encountered has prevented thed
presentation to the members of the provi
sional government, while unfortmate pulMe misrepresentatioms of the situation an
exaggerated statements of the sentiment
of our people have obviously injur-d ti
prospects of smcce.sful Eecutive meik
tion.
I therefore sumimt this co~mmunimie

with its accompanying exhinate, embrcein
Mr. Blount's report. the evidence and statb
meats taken by him at Honolulu, the is
structions given to both Mr. Bmount an
Minster Willis, and cor.nnamnem
nected with the aEatr in hand.
In cnommndng this subject to the as

tended powers and wide discretion of~
Congress, I desire to add the a=s.urance
I shall be much gratified to co-operate i
any legislative pla which may be devise
for the solution of the problem before u
which is cnn-t with Aimea hoie
integrity and moraity.

GROVER CL.EVEL.ANDh.
Executive Main.

Washington. Dec..mber= 18, 196

Enad et a Long Contest In the Amn
ean Pedesatom of Labos.,

After a contest within the cawaniuties~
several months' duration and which in to
closing days was marked by con.idersbl
bitterned aand .ecangem of persnanesi
Samnuel Gomnpers of New York was o
Saturday night for the fifth timn elets
president of the American Federation a
Labor at Chicago. The batte was bar
fought and hard won, his amajority benm
but ninety-two in the total of 2,586
After numnerous avenlabsa condias ha

been canv..ass the opposition finalycom
centrated upon John McBride of Ohio, paes
Mdent of the United Mine Workers Vic
President P. J. McGuire of New Yort, to
president's chief lieuenant, meeda a see
eation by a hitter attack upon his chief I
nominating McBride.
More nomninatin. were made and delne

and the contest narrowed itst down t
Glompers and McBride. When the resul
was declared several of the delegates we
wild with enthusiasm, snatching handful
of pamphlets from their dets and throwin
them into the air.
The election was made uamousa.. an

President Gompers on being installs
pledged his best efforts to the caus. e
gardless of friends or foes. Several nona
inations we'e mnade for first vice presideni
but all were declined in favor of P. J. MmGluire, who was re-eecedby .-ac.aat...
C. L. Drummond of the International Tysographical Union was chon. as second vic

president by aeclamation. James Brittenic
the Ammalgamaed Iron and Steel Woeket
was e-eeceda third vice president.
A proposition to remove the headquartea

of the American Federation from New for
to the west was defeated by 96 to 141Presidnt Glompers and Treasurer rano
had written their pereemptory resignatios
in anticipation of the maoption of the strgmiem.
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